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N 
uisance parking, or the 

reluctance of certain people 

who work in or commute 

from Bagshot to use a car park, is 

affecting several residential roads in the 

village and was a hot topic at our Meet 

the Councillors forum in January. 

A Cedar Close resident said she often 

had difficulty getting in and out of her 

driveway because commuters’ cars 

almost blocked it. Another had pleaded 

with a BMW driver not to dump his car 

outside her house so that a disabled 

visitor could park there. He showed her 

two fingers and marched off.   

All day parking means a blind bend in 

Cedar Close has to be negotiated on 

the wrong side of the road. An 

ambulance blocked Waverley Road for 

over an hour to attend to an elderly 

patient because there was nowhere else 

for it to park ... the list goes on. 

Yet there is usually plenty of long term 

space available in the Co-op car park, 

where an all day ticket costs £2.50. But 

one shop assistant said she cannot 

afford to use it. One sympathises with 

people in her position, but the size and 

smartness of some of the cars parking 

in residential roads (not to mention the 

fancy number plates some of them 

sport) lead one to think their owners 

could well afford to pay, especially as 

the first two hours are free. 

We need shops, and we need people to 

work in them, so why not encourage 

them to use the car park by offering 

village traders a concessionary rate, 

perhaps with a windscreen sticker to 

display?  

How about a special rate monthly or 

quarterly season ticket which employers 

could provide for their staff? Either 

would generate income for the council 

if car park use increased as a result—

income it is not getting at the moment.  

What is the answer? Hopefully not 

yellow lines or residents’ parking 

permits. But an answer needs to be 

found, because the present situation is 

provoking bad feeling and in some cases 

causing danger. 

What some of the offenders don’t 

realise is that many people who live in 

these roads are of mature years and are 

probably at home all day. They have 

visitors, carers and tradesmen calling 

who need to be able to park. A Chelsea 

tractor plonked opposite your driveway 

in a narrow road can also make it quite 

tricky to manoeuvre in and out. 

Views from all sides on this knotty 

subject will be welcome. 

 A report on other items discussed at the 

Meet the Councillors forum is on Page 3. 

... Saturday morning in Station Road  
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HISTORY WALKS 
DESPITE the murky November weather, more than 

40 people turned out for the second history walk 

around School Lane and Bagshot Cemetery where I 

regaled them with info about some of the folk buried 

there. We were also able to have a look inside the 

chapel thanks to Keith Hand borrowing the key. 

I had hoped be able to give a date for the third (and 

final) walk covering the College Ride/Higgs Lane area, 

to complete the updating of John Jillings’ village 

perambulation of some 20-plus years ago. However, I 

am on the waiting list for a new hip plus certain 

cardiac investigations and until these are finalised 

cannot really commit myself to a date. If I am able to 

fit it in before I am hospitalised I will, so watch out for 

posters around the village.  

This walk will also have an accompanying booklet. 

Sales of the first two have been very good—thank you 

to all who have bought them—and boosted our funds. 

If you haven’t got yours yet, some are still available 

from me or at the Heritage Centre opposite Argos in 

Camberley.—JUNE GREEN 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
 Bagshot Library is now also open on Wednesdays from 2pm-

5pm. It has celebrated its first birthday as a community library run  

by trained volunteers. 

 Planning permission has been granted to convert Seal House, 

an office building in London Road, into 12 flats. 

 Bagshot Business Association is planning a street party on 

Saturday, May 9 to mark the 70th anniversary of VE Day with 

vintage cars, 40s fashion, stalls and rides in the High Street from 

noon to 6pm. 

 Bagshot Village Day will be held at the BPFA pavilion at College 

Ride on Sunday, June 21, 1pm to 5pm. More details on the 

village website. 

 Apologies for not mentioning in the last Newsletter that our 

long-awaited Bagshot Village Plan, drawn up by the society, can be 

read on bagshotvillage.com. Geoff Marsden has done a most 

professional job with it, and although it is based on information 

gathered from residents a few years ago, it still makes interesting 

reading and hopefully will provide a sound basis for the Bagshot 

Neighbourhood Plan which featured in the last Newsletter. It was 

decided at our AGM that Bagshot, Lightwater and Windlesham 

should each have its own plan rather than one parish-wide plan. 

A message  
from the new  
chairman 

M 
y name is June Green, I am three score years and ten plus a bit, 

and I was privileged to be elected chairman at the AGM in 

September. I have lived in Bagshot since October 2011 but am 

no newcomer to the village. A journalist by profession, I was for many 

years chief reporter of the Camberley News (in the days when it had 

reporters actually based in the town); and lived on the Old Dean. 

That didn’t stop me from becoming a parish councillor for Bagshot, first 

by co-option and then being elected as an Independent, becoming 

Windlesham Parish Council’s representative on the Bagshot Society 

committee. I served on the parish council for seven years during which I 

missed only three meetings—one because I had already booked a holiday, 

one when my father died, and the third when I developed a tooth abscess 

and would have frightened the horses had I ventured out.  

At the next election I lost out to the politicians and in 2000 surprised 

everyone by marrying a newspaperman for whom I had worked in my 

youth. I went to live at his home near Henley on Thames until we 

decided to downsize and move somewhere which had a decent hospital, 

sensible shopping nearby, space to park and where the natives were 

friendly. Bagshot was the obvious choice. 

Some might say that with the internet, social media and all the 

information in the world at your fingertips, organisations like the Bagshot 

Society are outdated. I disagree. The society’s role as a conduit between 

councils and the people they serve is still relevant. We still need 

watchdogs with ideas to preserve and enhance our village.  

BUT WE NEED HELP: Our committee is small and some of us are 

getting on in years. We badly need new ideas and input. If you love living 

in Bagshot, PLEASE consider whether you could help us. We meet 

once a month on a Thursday evening in the Library. Relevant phone 

numbers are on the left if you feel moved to volunteer. Thank you. 
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DRAINS blocked by leaves; lorries disturbing residents’ 

sleep; cars speeding through the village centre; nuisance 

parking; buses ... these were some of the matters brought 

to the attention of parish, borough and county councillors 

at our “Meet the Councillors” gathering in January. A good 

attendance ensured a lively discussion on an array of 

matters, all conducted with good humour.  

We learnt that residents of Freemantle 

Road whose homes back on to the 

layby on the A322 are still suffering 

disturbed nights from the clattering 

noise made by chiller units on lorries 

parked up for the night. We also learnt 

that the layby cannot be closed 

because one has to be provided within a certain distance of 

a motorway junction for lorries to rest up. Maybe some 

practical way, i.e. a sound barrier, can be found to alleviate 

the problem. 

Drains in School Road and elsewhere are blocked by leaves 

because parked cars prevented the drain sweeper from 

accessing them. One would think it was commonsense to 

alert people of the arrival of a drain clearing operation by 

posting notices beforehand ... hopefully this will now be 

done. Evidently Surrey Heath was the only borough in the 

county not to suffer from some kind of flooding last winter 

but if drains cannot be kept clear, we may not be so lucky 

next time. 

Despite the 20mph limit through the village 

centre, cars continue to speed through. 

Flashing lights, we heard, are expensive. 

Perhaps a gentler approach— a poster 

designed by schoolchildren (like the one by 

Prior Heath School in Prior Road, 

Camberley) might stir a few consciences? Elsewhere in the 

country signs reading TWENTY IS PLENTY have had 

some effect. 

There was concern at the future of the old police station, a 

rather grand and distinctive building in London Road which 

has been the Archaeology Centre since the 1990s. Surrey 

Heath Archaeological and Heritage Trust, which has been 

leasing the building and looking after it, has been given 

notice to quit by the 

county council, which 

owns the building. The 

archaeologists will be 

sharing Laird House in 

the High Street with the 

library.  

It was worrying to hear 

that the county council has not yet decided what to do 

with the building after evicting the archaeologists. With no 

one in occupation it risks falling victim to vandalism, 

squatters and other horrors. There is said to be a covenant 

that the land can only be used for an “educational” purpose 

when its use as a police station ceased. But as we know, 

covenants can be dispensed with. The likelihood is that it 

will go for housing—but it would be nice to see the 

building retained and converted into flats, as happened with 

Now it’s over to you, councillors! 
the former Frimley and Camberley UDC offices in London 

Road, Camberley, now Derek Horn Court. 

Swift Lane, we learnt, was the worst performing waste tip 

in Surrey—yet Surrey Heath is among the top boroughs in 

the county when it comes to recycling. Visiting Swift Lane 

is not one of life’s most enjoyable experiences, and it 

would be nice to see a firm hand employed and a marked 

improvement in the customer experience (as they call it 

these days). 

The 34 bus service also got a 

mention. One resident asked if it 

was possible to have a “fast” bus 

service between Camberley and 

Guildford, instead of the present 

rambling route which takes you 

on an hour and a half’s unguided 

tour of villages in North West Surrey. The county council 

is conducting a review of bus services and there was an 

online questionnaire to enable users’ views to be 

submitted. The consultation closed on February 2 so 

hopefully the inquirer managed to make his suggestion 

known. These questionnaires can also be found in the 

library—sadly we often find out about them when it is too 

late. Surrey County Council spends £8.9 million a year 

supporting bus services, with a spend per head of £8. By 

comparison, Hampshire County Council spends £4.7 

million, with a spend per head of £3.51.  

Another resident spoke at length about train cancellations. 

But such complaints must be made at the time (and 

preferably in writing) to your councillor who will direct 

them to the right quarters. It is no good complaining 

weeks or months after the event. Your local councillors’ 

names and contact numbers can be found in the parish 

magazine and on notice boards in the village.  

Our sincere thanks to the councillors who came and took 

your questions on the chin; we look forward to hearing 

how you get on in dealing with them and hope the same 

ones won’t surface again next year! And thanks also to the 

audience without whom we would not have had such an 

entertaining and educational evening. 

Where 

is this? 

Our social evening at the Three Mariners in February attracted 

a jolly crowd, many of whom pitted their wits against a Bagshot 

picture quiz devised by June Green. She photographed odd 

corners of the village—things we see every day but never really 

look at, like cornices on shop fronts. For example, the picture 

above foxed a lot of entrants—can you name the shop where 

you can see this? Two observant ladies won the prize of a 

bottle of bubbly; others will be looking at the village with fresh 

eyes. Most people had fun competing in a simple darts match 

and there was a great buzz of conversation and laughter. 

Thanks to all who joined in. 

PS Where in Bagshot can you see a little pagoda (answers P8) 
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A new look at the 

conservation area 

T 
he Draft Bagshot Village Conservation Area 

Appraisal and Management Proposals Document has 

been out for public consultation with comments 

having to be submitted by March 1. It is 18 years since the 

conservation area—which covers the village centre—was 

last appraised.  

One recommendation of particular interest to the society is 

that the conservation area should be extended to include 

the workshop and adjoining one roomed house in Half 

Moon Street (pictured below)—thought to be the only one 

of its kind in Surrey—which housed the overseer of a 

tramps’ refuge opposite in the 19th century. 

Apart from a few silly factual 

errors—calling the Jubilee Lamp the 

Victoria signpost, for example—the 

report makes interesting reading. 

Generally it says the conservation 

area has not been well served and 

makes several recommendations for 

improvements. These include: 

 Tidying up the installation of 

satellite dishes, some of which may 

be unauthorised. 

 Withdrawing permitted development rights for some 

small scale alterations which cumulatively erode the 

“historic townscape” - windows, doors, roofs and boundary 

walls. Introducing a legal direction to ensure better design, 

reinforcing a strong sense of identity and public pride. This 

would affect the alteration of property frontages, including 

repainting, altering a frontage roof slope, altering or 

demolishing a porch, gate, fence, wall or chimney. 

 Refusal of planning applications for new development if 

they fail to preserve or enhance the character of the 

conservation area. 

 The report is critical of an “abundance” of poorly 

designed advertisements and shop fronts which, it says, are 

often “unsympathetic, over-dominant, garishly coloured or 

inappropriately illuminated.” (One wonders what the 

business community will make of this.) Action should be 

taken against unauthorised changes to commercial 

premises in the conservation area whilst ensuring that 

historic shop fronts such as the Maple Tree beauty salon; 

the RSPCA shop and Tans ‘n Hands; Woking Hospice 

shop and New China Restaurant are preserved. Design 

advice for shop fronts and advertisements should also be 

considered. 

 Encouraging owners of empty properties to consider 

their use as arts-based “pop up” shops. This has been 

tried but sadly most owners and/or their agents aren’t 

interested. 

 Proposals to improve what is called in the report the 

“public realm” should be introduced to enhance the 

village’s historic character. High quality street furniture, 

heritage lighting, an enhanced pedestrian-friendly 

environment and the introduction of gateway signage to 

make people think they are entering somewhere special.  

The A30 “gateway” to Bagshot in the late 1950s—and 

(below) the same scene today, dominated by the office 

building’s ugly flank wall 

Petition calls for yellow box 
at three-way junction 

A PETITION calling on Surrey County Council to 

install a yellow box junction across the London 

Road/Station Road/Bridge Road junction has been 

launched. Sadly it was not possible to get this 

Newsletter out before the closing date of March 6 

but hopefully sufficient people will have signed it. 

It seems such a sensible idea it is a wonder no one 

has thought of it before. At present the junction is 

blocked during weekday rush hours by homeward 

bound A30 traffic which is frustrating for anyone 

trying to turn exit Bridge Road or Station Road. 



The web that binds bygone Bagshot 
NEIL Bartlett gave us a wonderful 

insight into his Bagshot history website 

bagshotvillage.org.uk at the AGM.  

He explained how the site grew like 

Topsy, starting with information about 

St Anne’s church and developing into 

an information exchange used by village 

expats worldwide, present day 

residents and even one person with a 

fascination for Bagshot but otherwise 

no connection to the village.  

Neil often gets caught up in the queries 

and tales he receives, sometimes 

conducting research for his own 

satisfaction. He is also amassing a great 

set of historic photos sent in by fans. 

Appeals for help in tracing places or 

people often bring results and the 

website now covers a huge range of 

subjects.  

If you are looking for something to do 

on a rainy afternoon, make a cup of 

tea, log on to bagshotvillage.org.uk and 

start browsing, You will be amazed at 

how absorbing it is and how quickly 

time passes. 

Two pictures from Neil’s website: You 

would not think that the building 

pictured below is Chamberlain House, 

which stands opposite The Cedar Tree 

(aka Fighting Cocks) pub. The first was 

probably taken around the turn of the 

Flights over Bagshot: Latest news 

T 
he trials of new tracks for aircraft arriving and 

departing Heathrow Airport which were causing 

concern at the time of the last newsletter, scheduled 

to continue until January 2015, were stopped in mid 

November 2014 due to enough data having been obtained or 

public protest or both.  

On October 10, 2014, a public meeting was held in the BPFA 

Pavilion in College Ride chaired by Michael Gove MP, where 

representatives of Heathrow Airport Limited (HAL) and the 

National Air Traffic control Service (NATS) faced a packed 

hall with all seats and standing room taken and people 

peering through the windows. The HAL and NATS 

representatives gave presentations of the purpose and scope 

of the trials but explained that they had thought no-one in 

Bagshot would notice that they were now on a flight path. 

The questions from the audience made them think again! 

Since the end of the trial many people have noticed that 

some flights over Bagshot continue to be more frequent and 

at lower levels than before the trials. A group of people from 

the three villages, led by Rosalie James from Lightwater with 

Bagshot representatives Mike Seaton and Lynne Cowley 

(both Society members) have been requesting that HAL 

provides data to support its assertion that flights are now 

back to pre-trial levels. HAL has been unable to demonstrate 

this.  

The group is shortly due to visit the NATS centre in 

Hampshire to better understand the overflying and also 

represented Surrey Heath on a newly formed Heathrow 

Community Noise Forum.  We have reason to thank this 

group of local people for their not inconsiderable efforts. 

 

For more details see www.aircraftnoiselightwater.co.uk 

HAL has confirmed that no decision on future trials has yet 

been made and that public consultation will take place ahead 

off any planned further trials. 

Another related issue is the recommendation in the interim 

report by the Davies Commission on Airport Capacity which 

outlines the need for an additional runway to be built in the 

South East either at Heathrow or Gatwick. Information 

about their report can be found at  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/airports-

commission  

There are two schemes for a third runway at Heathrow. 

One, proposed by HAL, is for the additional runway to be 

built to the north and west of the existing north. The other, 

promoted by the Heathrow Hub, is to extend the existing 

north runway to the west giving adequate length for two 

aircraft to use the split runway at the same time. More 

details can be found on  

http://www.heathrowairport.com/about-us/company-news-

and-information/airports-commission/our-proposal 

and http://www.heathrowhub.com/our-proposal.aspx  

If you are affected by noisy commercial aircraft you can log 

them by emailing noisecomplaints@heathrow.com and/or by 

writing to Michael Gove MP. It is important to log all 

complaints. For information about commercial aircraft and 

other ways to complain go to http://www.heathrowairport. 

com/noise 

If you would like to know more but do not have a computer, 

please contact me on 475863.—Richard Roots 

century, although the building 

dates to at least 1881. Part of it 

is in use as a saddlers’ shop, 

perhaps run by the Houlton 

family - the Houltons also had 

a shop in the lower High Street 

near the Three Mariners.  

The second picture was taken 

in 1946 when it was the Central 

Garage complete with a row of 

petrol pumps. 

When a parachute mine landed 

on the cottages next to the 

White Hart in Guildford Road 

during WW2, the resulting 

explosion fractured a water 

main. A chunk of the main flew 

across the village and fell 

through the roof of the Central 

Garage. Considering how far 

away the White Hart is, it must 

have been one heck of a 

blast—the first floor of the pub 

was so badly damaged it was 

never replaced—hence 

Bagshot’s “topless” pub.   
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Lost and found 

- after 60 years 
This heart-warming tale of two brothers who were 

separated as children and reunited 60 years later 

and their place in Bagshot’s history is told by 

VALERIE SPARROW, their second cousin. 

RALPH and Walter Boyce were the grandsons of 

Robert Boyce (b 1827) who was at one time the 

licensee of the Duke of Wellington, an ale house in 

College Ride, Bagshot.  

The boys’ father Joseph Boyce (b 1866) joined the 3rd 

Battalion, West Surrey Regiment in 1882 and served in 

the Boer War. During this time he was struck by 

lightning which left him paralysed on the right side. He 

was discharged from the army at Aldershot on May 26, 

1902, at the age of 36 as medically unfit for further 

service. 

Joseph’s wife Jane died during the flu epidemic of 1918 

and because of his physical disability, Joseph found he 

was unable to look after his two youngest sons and 

they were eventually admitted to a Dr Barnardo’s 

Home in London. Joseph died in 1924. 

The boys were destined to start a new life in Canada 

and set sail in 1920 when Walter was 12 and Ralph 

nine. They were sent to work on separate farms in 

Ontario, and life was extremely hard for them. 

Ralph’s son David said: “It is difficult to understand 

now why a better effort could not have been made to 

place Ralph near Walter so they could at least see each 

other now and then. They were two boys who only 

had each other in a strange country.” 

Ralph subsequently left Ontario and headed west to 

Vancouver, where he sold fish and vegetables and 

worked in construction. He eventually built his own 

trucking firm. As both brothers had little education, 

their lack of writing skills made it difficult to stay in 

touch. 

Each assumed the other had died in the Second World 

War until Walter’s wife Barbara tracked Ralph down. 

They arrived in Vancouver while on a bus tour of 

North America and Barbara was determined to call 

every Ralph Boyce in the phone book. Eventually she 

found the right one. 

When the brothers eventually met up they just stood 

staring at each other. Ralph said he knew Walter was 

his brother because of a scar on his left cheek from a 

childhood accident. “I had it in my mind that Walter 

was one of the unlucky guys in the war. And he 

thought that of me too,” he said. 

After the reunion Ralph stayed with Walter in Ontario 

for a month. Walter later stayed with Ralph on two 

more occasions. David said: “They were both hard 

workers over the years, managed to make good livings, 

and got to spend time with each other before they 

both passed away. It is sad that they didn’t get to find 

each other earlier in life.” 

Above: 

Ralph (left) 

and Walter 

on the day 

they met 

after 60 

years. Right, 

the former 

Duke of 

Wellington 

ale house in 

College 

Ride, now a 

private 

house 

POSTSCRIPT 

In 1934 the ale house was bought by Dame Annie Frances 

Elphinstone, the widow of Sir Howard Elphinstone who was 

appointed governor to Prince Arthur, later Duke of Connaught 

(reputed to be Queen Victoria's favourite son) when Arthur was 

eight and a half years old. The sale to Dame Annie was on 

condition that it should no longer be used as an inn or off-

licence and it has been a private house called Wellington 

Cottage ever since. 

Perusing old editions of the Surrey Advertiser on line, I found the 

following which appeared in the edition of July 15, 1865: James 

Boyce, beer house keeper, was summoned for selling beer at his 

house the Duke of Wellington at a prohibited hour. Pc Prince proved 

the offence and the defendant was ordered to pay 25s which he said 

he should be very sorry to do. Perhaps James had taken over the 

lease from Robert.—JG 

MORE FROM 150 YEARS AGO 

Surrey Advertiser, Saturday September 2, 1865 

On Tuesday 29th ult a serious accident occurred at the railway 

cutting between Bagshot and Cambridge Town. A very heavy 

fall of earth took place which buried three of the navvies, two 

of whom were dug out not much injured, but one man, named 

Fuller, being excavated was so much injured that Dr King of 

Cambridge Town was sent for and very promptly attended 

when everything was done that circumstances would permit. 

Two bones of his left leg were broken and his collar bone was 

fractured, he sustained also other injuries. The poor fellow was 

removed to his home in Frimley. We are pleased to hear that 

he belongs to a benefit club. [A benefit club was the nearest thing 

they had to an NHS at the time—it paid medical expenses] 
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Smartening up the M3: Update 
AS mentioned in previous Newsletters, 

the Highways Agency intend to increase 

the capacity of the M3 between 

Junctions 2 and 4a by making the hard 

shoulder a running lane in both 

directions with variable speed limits 

controlled by information signs.  

The scheduled start date is now Autumn 

2014 and completion date for the ‘main 

works’ is now ‘winter 2016’. The 

exhibition was finally held in October 

last year after the consultation period 

ended in September. A copy of the 

exhibition leaflet can be viewed in the 

publications section under ‘Leaflet’ on 

the website named below. 

In addition to strengthening  the hard 

shoulder to make the fourth running 

lane, the main noticeable features will 

be a pre-ast concrete centre barrier 

replacing  the old metal one and new 

gantries to carry the variable speed limit 

signs; new cctv cameras  and 

information displays. There will be 

refuges built alongside the fourth lane at 

varying intervals and the quieter road 

surface mentioned in the last 

Newsletter. 

Construction work will avoid Sundays 

and peak periods where possible but 

result  in lane closures and sometimes 

closures to motorway sections and slip 

roads. Noisy work will usually be 

carried out in the day. 

Already much of this work can be seen 

to have started with one of the site 

compounds being built off New Road 

on the way to Windlesham. There is 

already a significant amount of traffic to 

and from the compound but access is 

from the Bracknell Road using the 

roundabout at the junction of Guildford 

Road with Whitmore Road and New 

Road on the inbound journey. The 

compound will be removed at the end 

of the work and the land returned to 

agricultural land. 

Cables are being laid and the new 

central barrier is being constructed 

among other work now taking place. 

All this information and more can be 

found on www.highways.gov.uk/roads/

road-projects/m3-junctions-2-4a. The 

‘Journey Impact’ tab gives a table of the 

work to be done in the immediate 

future and the resulting road/lane 

closures. You can also sign up to be 

emailed with future updates to the 

work being done. 

Richard Roots 

Tank factory development on track 
THE development of the old tank factory land north of the 

M3 (DERA N) has proceeded and there have been several 

new applications to Runnymede Borough Council planners 

linked to the original RU13/0856, detailing many aspects of 

the development but not changing the original scheme. A few 

of these applications have been approved including 

archaeological work and acoustic protection. Most have been 

registered but not yet approved covering ground levels, 

means of enclosure, landscaping, lighting, public access, 

drainage, tree protection fencing, stream buffer zone, and 

the construction and environment management plan. If you 

are interested to view these applications they can be found 

on http://planning.runnymede.gov.uk/Northgate/

PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx where typing in %

DERA% in the ‘site address’ box will give a list of all 

applications relating to DERA. From there you can select a 

specific application to obtain the detail. 

On the ground, the access road work including the 

roundabout has been completed and some site clearance has 

been carried out. You may remember that the phasing plan 

(if accepted) indicated that 108 homes will be built under 

phase 1 at the eastern end of the site; phase 2 provides for a 

further 92 homes, shops and 16,000 square metres of 

commercial space and phase 3 a further 85,000 square 

metres of commercial space towards the western end. A belt 

of land (within the Surrey Heath boundary) will be preserved 

as natural habitat. The phasing plan does not say when the 

work is expected to happen. 

Early this year Runnymede Borough Council produced a 

Local Plan which included removal of the old tank testing 

ground south of the M3 (DERA S) from the Green Belt. The 

pan was withdrawn early in the summer following criticism 

by the Planning Inspectorate about the lack of consultation 

with other local authorities and organisations and also the 

proposal to reduce the Green Belt. So the council appointed  

Arup Consulting to “undertake a Green Belt review as part of 

the evidence base for the Local Plan. The purpose of a Green Belt 

review is to consider whether a change is needed to the Green 

Belt boundaries, in particular, when an authority is considering the 

balance of supply and demand for land as part of the develop-

ment of an overall spatial strategy for the Local Plan. A boundary 

revision can take the form of an expansion or a contraction. 

However, equally a Green Belt review may conclude that no 

changes are appropriate”. 

This review was delivered to the council in December 2014 

and can be found online at  

https://www.runnymede.gov.uk/article/9200/Green-Belt-

policy-documents-and-guidance  

Arup’s report contains their recommendations on pieces of 

Green Belt land within the borough that the council could 

potentially look to return to the urban area through the 

Local Plan process to help meet any identified development 

needs which cannot be met in the existing urban areas due 

to insufficient capacity. Among many areas of Green Belt 

they recommend could return to the urban area are both 

DERA(N) and (S) sites.—RR 

Welcome 

to more 

members 

MEMBERSHIP of the society is growing—we 

now have 85 households signed up, of which 30 

have joined in the last few months. If you have 

yet to pay your subscription for 2014-15 you can 

do so at one of our meetings or by sending £5 

to Richard Roots, 20 Butler Road, Bagshot, using 

the membership form overleaf which you can 

use or photocopy if you don’t want to lose this 

page of the Newsletter. 

There are at least two advantages to being a 

member of the society—you get a hard copy of 

the Newsletter delivered to your door and free 

admission to meetings as we are now charging 

non-members £1! 
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Healthcare has  
now come home 
ONCE there were HMCs, 

then RHAs, then PCTs and 

now CCGs. In NHS-speak all 

these terms apply to the 

various governing bodies that 

have run our health service. 

CCGs, or Clinical 

Commissioning Groups, are 

the latest incarnation and Dr 

Andy Brooks from the Park 

Road practice in Camberley, 

who is chief officer of Surrey 

Heath Clinical Commissioning 

Group, gave a very clear 

account of what it is and what 

it does when he spoke to 

society members in October. 

He started off with a quiz to 

test our knowledge (or lack of 

it) on the NHS. In this way we 

discovered (among other 

things) that: 

 It costs c£2,500 for a five-

day emergency admission to 

hospital; 

 The cost of an outpatient 

appointment is £200-£300 

 A GP practice gets £70 per 

patient 

The main point about CCGs is 

that they are run by local 

people to provide local health 

services. All nine member 

practices are represented on 

it; its governing body meets in 

public; there are two lay 

members on the governing 

body. Find out a lot more at 

www.surreyheathccg.nhs.uk/ 

We also discovered that 

Surrey Heath is the third least 

deprived borough in the 

country; our CCG is the best 

in the country in two out of 

five categories—for quality of 

life for people with long-term 

conditions and experience of 

GP surgeries in and out of 

hours. 

Surrey Heath CCG looks after 

population of around 90,000 

(which includes Ash) of which 

51% are women; 85% say they 

are healthy; 10% care for 

friends or family; 90% are from 

white British or Irish 

backgrounds. To look after 

them they had a budget of 

£105.4 million in 2013-14 of 

which £50 million was spent 

on Frimley Park Hospital; £6.2 

million on mental health and 

learning disabilities; £8.7 

million on community 

healthcare services provided 

by Virgin Care and £2.6 million 

on ambulance and transport 

services and the NHS 111 

service. 

On the way is community 

based integrated care—a more 

joined-up approach between 

health professionals for more 

and better care in patients’ 

homes, and GP surgeries open 

from 8am-8pm. 

This all sounds very good—

until the next government 

decides to change it ... 

BAGSHOT SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP/

RENEWAL FORM 
 

Name (Mr and Mrs/Mr/Mrs/Miss) 

.................................................................................. 
 
Address ..................................................................... 
 
.................................................................................. 

 
.................................................................................. 
 
...................................Postcode ................................ 
 
Tel. No. ..................................................................... 
 
Email ........................................................................ 
 
................................................................................. 
 

The membership fee is £5 per household 

 
Please return this form, together with a cheque 
payable to Bagshot Society, to the membership 

secretary, Richard Roots, 20 Butler Road, 

Bagshot GU19 5QF.  Tel. No. 01276 475863, 

Email: rootery@yahoo.com 

 
Gift Aid 

If you are a UK taxpayer and gift aid your 
subscription, the Society can reclaim the tax on it. If 
you would like to do this please sign the following 
declaration: I the undersigned want the Bagshot 
Society to treat all subscriptions and donations I have 
made for the four years prior to this date and in 
future as gift aid donations and reclaim tax 
accordingly. I am a UK taxpayer and have paid an 
amount of tax which at least equals the tax to be 
reclaimed. 

 
Signed ...................................................................... 

Date .................................................................. 

Thank you and welcome! 
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WHERE IS IT? 
 The picture shows a window at Diamond Days in High Street;  

The little pagoda can be spotted above the doorway of the Hong Kong Chinese takeaway 


